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The Composer

M. L. Daniels taught Music Theory, Orchestration, and Composition at Abilene
Christian University for 34 years, and retired in the summer of 1993. His
undergraduate music degree is from Abilene Christian University where he studied
with Samuel Adler and William Latham and his graduate degree is from University
of North Texas.

Dr. Daniels is a highly diversified composer and arranger although the majority
of his 84 published compositions have been written for yo rchestras, bands,
and choruses. His dedication to the music of young musi€ians has brought him
much acclaim and many awards. He is a five-time win the National School
Orchestra Association Composition Contest, and i co-winn the 1999
Texas Orchestra Directors Association Compositi

Residing in Austin, Texas, Dr. Daniels actively com
festival adjudicator. When not involved with music, he spe
course.

Instrumentation List (Set C)

8 — 1st Violin

8 — 2nd Violin

5 - Viola

5 — Cello

5 — String Bass

1 — Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are available.

The Composition
itten especially for the 2000 ASTA with NSOA Merle ].

y American String Teachers Association with National
to encourage the composition, publication, and performance of
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Learning Bank

The composer, Dr. M. L. Daniels, describes his composition, Bold Venture, with the following
adJectlves energetic, exciting, and dramatic. His work is built around a simple four-sixteenth-note
motive, a motive frequently found in all sections of the orchestra.

1. Lookat your part to Bold Venture or borrow your teacher’s score. What compositional techniques
does Dr. Daniels use to create energy, excitement, and drama in the piece? Hint: Start by looking
at dynamics.

2. Write a one-page story or short poem that best captures this composifion. Beforegyou begin
writing, use a dictionary to look up the definitions for the words boldand venture

3. Pretend you are a directing a new epic movie entitled “20* Century World History.” Youdheed
Bold Venture as background music to help dramatize a particular historical'event. What event
have you selected? Why?

4. Draw or paint a picture that best captures this composition.

5. Keep a journal throughout rehearsals and pérformances of Bold Venstire. Ask yourself the
following questions:

* How did your director rehearse this piece to,makefimprovements?

* Did you have to practice certainfways to improve intonation, rhythm, or dynamics?

» What was the most challenging aspectiof perfecting the performance of this piece?

* How many times did you perform Bold Venture'and where did the concerts or festivals
take place?

* How did the audiengés 6madjudicators\reactand how did you feel?

* Was there anything extraspeciababout playing'Bold Venture that you will remember
in the years to come?

S0O178



2000 ASTA with NSOA Merle J. Isaac Composition Contest Winner

‘Beld Venture

Full Conductor Score M. L. Daniels
Approx. time — 3:20
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